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true, well trained in philosophic thought, but the
mass of the folk entangled in multiform varieties of
an indiscriminating animism. And it soon spread
over the frontiers among nations, some of them
more barbarous still than the then most uncultured
Indians. Buddhism has been adopted by the wild
hordes on the cold table-lands of Nepal, Tartary,
and Tibet, by the cultured Chinese in their varying
climes, in the peninsula of Korea, whence it spread
to the islands of Japan, and by the Sinhalese and
Siamese under the palm groves of the south. It has
penetrated on the west to the confines of Europe;
on the north it numbers its adherents amid the
snow and ice of Siberia; and in the far east it was
the dominant religion for centuries in the beautiful
islands of the Javanese archipelago. Wherever it
has gone it has been so modified by the national
characteristics and the inherited beliefs of its con-
verts, acting upon the natural tendencies within it-
self to alteration and decay, that it has developed,
under these conditions, into strangely inconsistent
and even antagonistic beliefs and practices. But
each of these beliefs breathes more or less of the
spirit of the system out of which they all alike
have grown, and most interesting it is to trace the
causes which have produced out of it such different
results.